
 

 
 

 

Public proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ is a command to and privilege of 
every Christian, and includes preaching, distribution of materials and discussion 
with those willing to receive such materials and discourse, (collectively known as 
proselytizing).  
 

Proselytizing in public places is completely lawful in the  
Commonwealth of Australia including the State of Tasmania  
by the highest laws in the land: 
 

 The common law has established this right. 1 
 The Constitutions of the Commonwealth of Australia 2  
 and the State of Tasmania 3 guarantee this right. 
 The High Court of Australia has confirmed this right. 4 
 The International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights (ICCPR)  

to which Australia is a signatory, also supports this right. 5 
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5 ICCPR Article 18  
1. Everyone shall have the right to 

freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion. This right shall include freedom 
to have or to adopt a religion or belief of 
his choice, and freedom, either 
individually or in community with others 
and in public or private, to manifest his 
religion or belief in worship, 
observance, practice and teaching. 

2. No one shall be subject to coercion 
which would impair his freedom to have 
or to adopt a religion or belief of his 
choice.  

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or 
beliefs may be subject only to such 
limitations as are prescribed by law and 
are necessary to protect public safety, 
order, health, or morals or the 
fundamental rights and freedoms of 
others.  

4. The States Parties to the present 
Covenant undertake to have respect for 
the liberty of parents and, when 
applicable, legal guardians to ensure 
the religious and moral education of 
their children in conformity with their 
own convictions.  

ICCPR Article 19  
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold 

opinions without interference.  
2. Everyone shall have the right to 

freedom of expression; this right shall 
include freedom to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas of all 
kinds, regardless of frontiers, either 
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of 
art, or through any other media of his 
choice.  

3. The exercise of the rights provided for 
in paragraph 2 of this article carries with 
it special duties and responsibilities. It 
may therefore be subject to certain 
restrictions, but these shall only be such 
as are provided by law and are 
necessary:   
(a) For respect of the rights or 

reputations of others;  
(b) For the protection of national 

security or of public order (ordre 
public), or of public health or morals.  

 

Launceston CityProm Pavement Art 
Code of Practice:  
4. Drawing directly onto the pavement may 

only occur where: 
a. The material is removable by water and 

does not leave a residue; and 
b. The surface of the pavement is non-

porous material, such as bitumen or 
concrete. 
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520 at 567 Coleman v Power (2004) 220 
CLR 1 at 50, 51, 77-78 Unions NSW v 
New South Wales (2013) 252 CLR 530. 

High Court Case confirming publicly 
preaching the gospel: Attorney-General 
(SA) v Corporation of the City of Adelaide 
[2013] HCA 3 
 

5 ICCPR Article 18  
1. Everyone shall have the right to 

freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion. This right shall include freedom 
to have or to adopt a religion or belief of 
his choice, and freedom, either 
individually or in community with others 
and in public or private, to manifest his 
religion or belief in worship, 
observance, practice and teaching. 

2. No one shall be subject to coercion 
which would impair his freedom to have 
or to adopt a religion or belief of his 
choice.  

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or 
beliefs may be subject only to such 
limitations as are prescribed by law and 
are necessary to protect public safety, 
order, health, or morals or the 
fundamental rights and freedoms of 
others.  

4. The States Parties to the present 
Covenant undertake to have respect for 
the liberty of parents and, when 
applicable, legal guardians to ensure 
the religious and moral education of 
their children in conformity with their 
own convictions.  

ICCPR Article 19  
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold 

opinions without interference.  
2. Everyone shall have the right to 

freedom of expression; this right shall 
include freedom to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas of all 
kinds, regardless of frontiers, either 
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of 
art, or through any other media of his 
choice.  

3. The exercise of the rights provided for 
in paragraph 2 of this article carries with 
it special duties and responsibilities. It 
may therefore be subject to certain 
restrictions, but these shall only be such 
as are provided by law and are 
necessary:   
(a) For respect of the rights or 

reputations of others;  
(b) For the protection of national 

security or of public order (ordre 
public), or of public health or morals.  

 

Launceston CityProm Pavement Art 
Code of Practice:  
4. Drawing directly onto the pavement may 

only occur where: 
a. The material is removable by water and 

does not leave a residue; and 
b. The surface of the pavement is non-

porous material, such as bitumen or 
concrete. 


